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THE ANNUAL REPORT TO PARENTS 
A Word from the Chair 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

The role of the governors is to support the staff in delivering the best education and learning opportunities 

for your children. This has been a very successful year for our school and we are proud to share some of the 

recent improvements with you. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Roberts, all the teachers 

and teaching assistants for their commitment and enthusiasm for every pupil in our school. We would also 

like to acknowledge the effective work our staff do in preparing the older pupils for the transition to 

secondary education. This year it was particularly pleasing to see that all pupils left St Francis reaching the 

KS2 attainment targets and all national test results were encouraging. At a recent visit by our challenge 

adviser, it was confirmed that we will remain a green school for 2019 which is the highest category a school 

can achieve. The governors would also like to congratulate the whole school on their achievement in being 

the first school in Wales to achieve the gold language charter ‘Siarter Iaith’ for Welsh second language. Also, 

sincere thanks to the support of The Friends of St Francis for their fundraising activities. The school continues 

to maintain its essential links with the church and parish. There are regular class-led Sunday Masses, whole 

school Mass at the beginning and end of every term and on Holy Days. The sacrament of First Holy 

Communion will be held in the parish church on November 25th. The governing body of St Francis looks 

forward to continuing its partnership with all the families and staff during the coming year. 

Mr David Burgoyne – Chair of Governors 

    
 

 Staffing 
 We have had a very successful year with our cross-

phase class – Y2/3. This will continue with Miss 
Davies from 17th December when Miss Mansfield 

returns. We said farewell to Miss Colligan who has 
left to train as a teacher herself. We may well see 

her in St Francis in another capacity. We are always 
very grateful to the volunteers who come into 

school to help out in a variety of ways; your time is 
very much appreciated. Congratulations to Miss 

Thomas who became Mrs Bowen upon her marriage 
last August. 

 

 
Action taken by the Governing Body/School 
as a result of resolutions from the last AGPM 

Last year was the third year that parents have the 
right to request up to three meetings a year. No 

meetings were requested. 
 

 
 

The Schools Standards and Organisation (Wales) Act 
2013 (The Act) removed the requirement for school 
governing bodies to hold an annual meeting with 
parents. Instead, new arrangements were introduced 
to enable parents to request up to 3 meetings in any 
school year with a governing body, on matters which 
are of concern to them. 
 

NAME STATUS TERM OF 
OFFICE 

EXPIRES 

Mr D. Burgoyne Chair May 2021 

Mrs J. Cole Vice-Chair August 2021 

Mr R. Colwill Local Authority 
Governor 

February 
2022 

Mrs J. McGuiness Foundation 
Governor 

October 
2020 

Father Paul 
Osuniyikanmi 

Foundation 
Governor 

November 
2020 

Mrs C. Bowen Foundation 
Governor 

February 
2022 

Miss C. Council Foundation 
Governor 

June 2020 

Mr N. Turpin Foundation 
Governor 

May 2021 

Miss S. Mansfield Teacher 
Representative 

March 2022 

Mrs B. Baker Staff 
Representative 

November 
2020 

Mrs R. Gray Additional 
Community 
Governor 

April 2021 
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New Ventures  

 This term sees the launch of our reading project. This exciting new venture is aimed at increasing the standards in 
reading and the impact that will then have on other curriculum areas. We will be officially be launching this project on 
Friday 9th November when we will be joined by the Literacy Advisory teacher for Pembrokeshire. We have also 
invited along a member of staff from Milford Haven library who will outline the services that they provide. There will 
be opportunities for parents to become involved by supporting their child’s reading at home and taking part in the 
extreme reading challenge. We are currently redeveloping Seahorse classroom into a designated reading room. 

 This is very closely linked to the Talk for Writing project that we will be taking part in with all of the other Milford 
Haven schools. ‘Talk for Writing’ is powerful because it is based on the principles of how children learn. It is 
powerful because it enables children to imitate the language they need for a particular topic orally before 
reading and analysing it and then writing their own version’. All local schools will receive the training as it is a 
writing principle that will continue to be developed once our pupils enter their secondary education. We are looking 
forward to seeing the impact of this on our pupils’ attainment. 

 All of our diocesan Catholic schools will be adopting the Catholic Schools’ Pupil Profile during the current academic 
year which teaches the children a set of eight pairs of virtues to be internalised and cultivated - enabling them to 
grow in wholeness as fully rounded individuals in the image of God.  The pairs of virtues are: 

 Grateful and generous; Compassionate and loving; Attentive and discerning; Faith-filled and hopeful; Eloquent 
and truthful; Learned and wise; Curious and active; Intentional and prophetic 

 

 School Ambassadors 

This term we have elected two new Super Ambassadors – Megan 
Lloyd and Rhys Jenkins (also known as Head Girl & Head Boy) They 
will work on projects within school that enable all the pupils to 
know more about the Children’s Commissioner for Wales, what she 
does and how to get in touch with her office; letting children, 
teachers and parents know about children’s rights and the UNCRC, 
and undertaking projects for the Commissioner. The Faith 
Ambassadors – Francis Doyle & Amelia Rybak - will share the half-
termly virtues with the children in assemblies, introduce the Prayer 
of the Month and lead the classes in the parish liturgy. Our new 
Sports Ambassadors are Ethan Dawes, Ollie Holman, Ashton Perry and 
Finley Turner. They will be involved in helping to lead Foundation 
Phase lunchtime fitness sessions. 

Significant Visits and Visitors 

 We continue to be supported well by our local community services. We receive regular visits from our PCSOs Jess 
and John and WPC Jenny Thomas. The Fire Brigade visit frequently to raise fire safety awareness. The annual trip to 
Crucial Crew always goes down well with the pupils who enjoy experiencing first-hand the role of our local 
emergency services. 

 The trips to the Urdd centres in Llangrannog and Cardiff have proved very successful and have certainly enhanced 
the provision for cultural and adventurous activities. These are always very popular with the pupils and as well as 
cultural and academic advantages it also gives them the opportunity to interact with each other on a social level 
whilst continuing to develop their spoken Welsh. 

 PC Jenny Thomas continues to visit the school to deliver police safety programmes on issues such a stranger danger, 
internet safety and substance misuse. She comments very favourably on pupils’ behaviour following her visits.  

 We continue to be involved with the Darwin Science Project. We have already taken part in a trip to Lydstep Beach 
this term and Marten Lewis has delivered workshops based on looking after the local environment. This project has 
been funded by Dragon LNG to focus specifically on schools in Milford Haven. 

 Year 2 pupils took part in a transition PE day which was organised by staff from Milford Haven School. This is an 
annual event which gives the pupils an opportunity to meet with other key stage 2 pupils from other Milford Haven 
schools. This was followed a fortnight later by the Year 5 PE morning. 

 Mrs Roberts and Miss Mansfield attended the Professional Teaching Awards ceremony at Hensol Castle on Sunday 
13th May following Miss Mansfield’s selection to the final three teachers in Wales for the inspirational use of the 
Welsh language. We were very proud of her achievement. 

 
Head Boy & Girl  

2018-19 
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ATTENDANCE 
We remain diligent in working towards the local Authority’s target of 95%, and although we reach it freqently, 

as you can see in the weekly newsletter, when averaged out over the year we fall short. Our attendance for the 

year 2017/18 was 93.83 %. Pupils being taken on holiday during term time are now recorded as unauthorised. 

We hope that you can arrange your holidays around the existing 175 days the school is closed through 

weekends and school holidays and help us support your child in achieving success in school. From January 2016 

legislation has meant that parents will be fined when their child’s attendance falls below a certain percentage. 

This applies to all pupils. The fines have been confirmed as being £60 per child. However, where attendance is 

particularly poor this fine can be as much as £1000. Milford Haven schols have now agreed that fixed penalty 

notices will be enforced where unauthorised attendance falls below 90%. 

 

Designed to Smile is a national Oral Health Improvement programme to improve 

the dental health of children in Wales. It is funded by the Welsh Government 

and was initially launched on the 30th January 2009. This involves the delivery 

of school based tooth brushing programmes for children aged 3-7 helping 

establish good habits early on. Children aged 6-11 will receive a fissure sealant 

programme as well as preventative advice on how to look after their oral health. 

Pupils in Starfish and Dolphin classes brush their teeth twice daily. The project 

co-ordinator, Tara Gover, visits us regularly to monitor the children’s brushing 

techniques and answer any questions that the staff may have. We have now 

received our gold certificate for the continuation of provision. 

 
 

WELSH 

Welsh language development has been one of the many successes 

of the school again this year. The head boy and girl recently 

accompanied Mrs. Roberts to the regional advisers’ conference in 

Swansea where they gave a presentation about the school’s 

significant achievement in Welsh second language. They 

confidently delivered a very well-prepared PowerPoint 

presentation to a large audience and then engaged in a question 

and answer session. They were wonderful ambassadors for the 

school and were quite rightly very proud of sharing their 

wonderful achievement. We were once again shortlisted for this 

year’s annual Shwmae awards. Mrs Bowen and Mrs Baker attended 

the event along with members of Y Cyngor Cymraeg, from both his 

year and last. 
 

 

 

Sarah? 

 

 

The first half of the autumn term ended very successfully with our 
Harvest Celebration Day. The day started with Mass which was very well 
attended by parents and governors. It was followed with members of Y 

Llais hosting an afternoon tea for parents, parishioners and our 
neighbours from Marble Hall Close. A tremendous range of donated 

foodstuff was, as usual, made available to the residents who were able to 
choose items for themselves. The remaining produce was donated to the 

local PATCH group who will distribute it to those in need within our 
community. Very positive feedback was received from all who attended. 

The day was supported by Tesco and the Friends of the school who 
demonstrated their ongoing commitment and loyalty. Many thanks to 

you all. 

 
 

Pupils delivering the invitations to 

residents of Marble Hall Close this time 

last year. 

Shwmae Awards Evening 15th 
October 2018. Our film being shown 

to the audience. 
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Our 50th Anniversary Year 

 
 
 

 
 

50th Anniversary 
On 28th June we celebrated our 50th anniversary in the current school building. We held a day 

of celebration when we were joined by past, staff, pupils and governors. Bishop Tom 
celebrated Mass and we were joined by specially invited guests including our Diocesan 

Director of Education, Mr Paul White. 

THANK YOU! 

 To the Friends of St Francis whose tremendous fund-raising efforts have, since last year’s 
report, contributed to the cost of the pantomime trip, purchase of equipment for the new nursery 
and classroom resources. As well as raising so much money for all of these they have provided 
some really enjoyable events for the children and parents alike. I think our Christmas market is 
well and truly on Milford’s social calendar! 

 To our Challenge Adviser, Mark Austin, who has both supported and challenged us over the 
year in terms of pupil outcomes and staff performance. His sterling advice has helped us to 
move on in a positive way. 

 To all of our volunteers who have made such a difference to school life; you are very valued and 
greatly appreciated. 

 To all who continue to support concerts, Masses, school trips and all of our fund-raising events. 

 To Father Paul who welcomes us at Thursday morning Mass and supports our school’s religious 
life. 

 To the wonderful staff who have worked very hard to ensure that all of your children receive the 
very best possible education, and who put in long hours both at home and school. 

 To all of our children whose enjoyment in all they do is very evident. 
Thank you all; we’re very grateful! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RESULTS 
Our end of phase results were once again very 
pleasing this year. Every school is obliged to 
publish these during this term, so the 
information is publically available for all 
parents to see. We achieved 100% success at 
the end of Key Stage 2 and 85% at the end of 
Foundation Phase. We provide a range of 
bespoke intervention programmes to support 
pupils who have specific learning needs. 

Copies of the Full 

Governors’ Report to 

Parents is available from 

the school office; please 

feel free to ask for a copy if 

required. 


